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HOLY CROSS LUTHERAN CHURCH 
P.O. BOX 69 WARDA, TX 78960 

 
Sunday, July 25, 2021                               Ninth Sunday after Pentecost             
 
GUESTS AND VISITORS: Welcome to Holy Cross and to today’s worship service.  
We are glad you are here! Please register your attendance in the Fellowship Book in 
the pew (be sure to include the name of  any children with you today). We invite you 
to come and worship with us again. If  you have any questions, or have an interest in 
joining Holy Cross, please speak with Pastor or one of  our Elders.   
 
Creation Is Redeemed and Sanctified by the Word of  Christ Jesus 
Having spared faithful Noah and his family from the flood, the Lord established His 
covenant with them, “and with every living creature,” that never again would there be “a flood to 
destroy the earth” (Gen. 9:9–11). He signed and sealed this everlasting covenant with His rainbow 
in the clouds, by which He sees and remembers His promise that “the waters shall never again become 
a flood to destroy all flesh” (Gen. 9:13–16). Although creation suffers under the curse of  sin, the 
Lord preserves and orders creation for the benefit of  His Church. In particular, all of  creation is re-
deemed and sanctified by the incarnate Son of  God. “Take heart” and “do not be afraid,” for He is 
with you on the sea. He is not a ghost, but He has come in the flesh to save you. He has gotten “into 
the boat” with you, and the wind that was against you has ceased (Mark 6:45–51). For He is the 
Word and promise of  the Father, and His own flesh and blood are the covenant by which you are 
“strengthened with power through his Spirit in your inner being” (Eph. 3:16–17). 
 
Prelude - Selected 
  
The Ringing of  the Church Bell 
 
Words of  Welcome 
 
Entrance Hymn:                   “I Lay My Sins on Jesus”                         Hymn 652  
 
[please stand] 
 
Opening Sentences                         pg. 32 
P:  O Lord, open Thou my lips. 
C:  ♫ And my mouth shall show forth Thy praise. 
P: Make haste, O God, to deliver me. 
C: ♫ Make haste to help me, O Lord. 
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Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Ghost; 
As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be,  
world without end. Amen. Hallelujah! 

 
The Invitatory and Venite                       Hymnal Pg. 33ff. 
P:  Oh, come, let us worship the Lord: 
C: ♫For He is our Maker.  
      ♫ Oh come, let us sing unto the Lord: 

let us make a joyful noise to the Rock of  our salvation. 
Let us come before His presence with thanksgiving: 
and make a joyful noise unto Him with psalms. 
For the Lord is a great God: 
and a great King above all gods. 
In His hand are the deep places of  the earth: 
the strength of  the hills is His also. 
The sea is His, and He made it: 
and His hands formed the dry land. 
Oh, come, let us worship and bow down: 
let us kneel before the Lorde, our Maker. 

 
For He is our God: 
and we are the people of  His pasture, and the sheep of  His hand. 
Glory be to the Father and to the Son: 
and to the Holy Ghost; 
As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, 
world without end. Amen. 

 

Psalm: Psalm 145:1–3, 6–7; antiphon: v. 5 
On the glorious splendor of  your majesty, 
     and on your wondrous works, I will meditate. 
I will extol you, my God and King, 
     and bless your name forever and ever. 
Every day I will bless you 
     and praise your name forever and ever. 
Great is the Lord, and greatly to be praised, 
     and his greatness is unsearchable. 
They shall speak of  the might of  your awesome deeds, 
     and I will declare your greatness. 
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They shall pour forth the fame of  your abundant goodness 
      and shall sing aloud of  your righteousness. 
On the glorious splendor of  your majesty, 
      and on your wondrous works, I will meditate. 
 

[be seated] 
 

Hymn:                  “Praise the One Who Breaks the Darkness”   LSB Hymn 849 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Tune: Public domain 
Text: © 1987 Hope Publishing Co. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110005050 
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Old Testament Reading: Genesis 9:8-17 (ESV) 
 

8 God said to Noah and to his sons with him, 9“Behold, I establish my covenant 
with you and your offspring after you, 10and with every living creature that is with you, 
the birds, the livestock, and every beast of  the earth with you, as many as came out of  
the ark; it is for every beast of  the earth. 11I establish my covenant with you, that nev-
er again shall all flesh be cut off  by the waters of  the flood, and never again shall 
there be a flood to destroy the earth.” 12And God said, “This is the sign of  the cove-
nant that I make between me and you and every living creature that is with you, for all 
future generations: 13I have set my bow in the cloud, and it shall be a sign of  the cove-
nant between me and the earth. 14When I bring clouds over the earth and the bow is 
seen in the clouds, 15I will remember my covenant that is between me and you and 
every living creature of  all flesh. And the waters shall never again become a flood to 
destroy all flesh. 16When the bow is in the clouds, I will see it and remember the ever-
lasting covenant between God and every living creature of  all flesh that is on the 
earth.” 17God said to Noah, “This is the sign of  the covenant that I have established 
between me and all flesh that is on the earth.” 
 

Epistle Reading: Ephesians 3:14-21 (ESV) 
 14For this reason I bow my knees before the Father, 15from whom every family in 
heaven and on earth is named, 16that according to the riches of  his glory he may grant 
you to be strengthened with power through his Spirit in your inner being, 17so that 
Christ may dwell in your hearts through faith—that you, being rooted and grounded 
in love, 18may have strength to comprehend with all the saints what is the breadth and 
length and height and depth, 19and to know the love of  Christ that surpasses 
knowledge, that you may be filled with all the fullness of  God. 
    20Now to him who is able to do far more abundantly than all that we ask or think, 
according to the power at work within us, 21to him be glory in the church and in 
Christ Jesus throughout all generations, forever and ever. Amen. 
  

[please stand and face the Pastor in the center of  the nave, a sign of  Christ’s presence among His people ] 
 

Holy Gospel: Mark 6:45-56 (ESV) 
P: The Holy Gospel according to St. Mark, the sixth chapter. 
 

 45Immediately [Jesus] made his disciples get into the boat and go before him to the 
other side, to Bethsaida, while he dismissed the crowd. 46And after he had taken leave 
of  them, he went up on the mountain to pray. 47And when evening came, the boat 
was out on the sea, and he was alone on the land. 48And he saw that they were making 
headway painfully, for the wind was against them. And about the fourth watch of  the 
night he came to them, walking on the sea. He meant to pass by them, 49but when 
they saw him walking on the sea they thought it was a ghost, and cried out, 50for they 
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all saw him and were terrified. But immediately he spoke to them and said, “Take 
heart; it is I. Do not be afraid.” 51And he got into the boat with them, and the wind 
ceased. And they were utterly astounded, 52for they did not understand about the 
loaves, but their hearts were hardened. 
 53When they had crossed over, they came to land at Gennesaret and moored to 
the shore. 54And when they got out of  the boat, the people immediately recognized 
him 55and ran about the whole region and began to bring the sick people on their 
beds to wherever they heard he was. 56And wherever he came, in villages, cities, or 
countryside, they laid the sick in the marketplaces and implored him that they might 
touch even the fringe of  his garment. And as many as touched it were made well. 
 

P: But Thou, O Lord, have mercy upon us. 
C: ♫Thanks be to Thee, O Lord!  
 

Children’s Message 
 

Sermon  
 

The Te Deum Laudamus 
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The Receipt of  Gifts and Offerings 
 
Pause to Ponder 
Ephesians 3:20 – “Now to him who is able to do far more abundantly than all 
that we ask or think …” We often shortchange God by failing to remember what 
Paul says here: God can do far more than what we can think or ask. His power, and 
His love, are without bound and without measure. So why do we fear to follow His 
word? Isn’t it in fact fear that keeps us back from a life of  joyous generosity and open
-handedness? But God is able to do far more abundantly! So let us not be afraid to 
take the Lord at his Word and live according to it. 

 
The Prayers of  the Day 
Let us pray for the whole Church of  God in Christ Jesus and for all people according 
to their needs. 
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Great are You, O Lord, and greatly to be praised. You rule earth and sea and sky. We 
give You thanks for the blessings of  creation and life that come from Your abundant 
goodness. Give to Your Church boldness to speak of  Your awesome deeds and sing 
always of  Your righteousness. Lord, in Your mercy, hear our prayer. 
 

Lord, You are able to do far more abundantly than all that we ask or think. Be glori-
fied in Your Church and in Christ Jesus! Ground us in love, give us a faith rooted in 
the promises of  Christ, and give us strength to comprehend with all the saints His 
love that surpasses knowledge. Lord, in Your mercy, hear our prayer. 
 
Heavenly Father, from whom every family in heaven and on earth is named, as You 
preserved Noah and his family and brought forth new life from the ark under the 
promise of  Your covenant, bless now our families also. Make marriages strong and 
fruitful according to Your will. Let Your Word rule in every home, uniting its mem-
bers in forgiveness and causing Your Son to dwell in every heart through faith. Lord, 
in Your mercy, hear our prayer. 
 
Lord of  might, spare us and future generations from wickedness. Give blessing to our 
nation and its leaders to rule according to Your good pleasure. Protect the members 
of  our armed forces, police and other public servants. Lord, in Your mercy, hear our 
prayer. 
 
Heavenly Father, through Your Son and His reconciling death, we receive all good 
gifts, healing and sustenance. We bring before You the sick and those in need especial-
ly Robert, Ruby, Nancy, Judy, those in our hearts and on our continued prayer list. 
Give them healing and protection, and encourage them in the midst of  this life by the 
recognition of  Your Fatherly providence known in Christ, our Savior. Lord, in Your 
mercy, hear our prayer. 
 
All these things and whatever else You know that we need, grant us, Father, for the  
sake of  Him who died and rose again and now lives and reigns with You and the Holy  
Spirit, one God forever. Amen.  
 
The Kyrie                           pg. 39 
♫ Lord, have mercy upon us. Christ, have mercy upon us. Lord, have mercy 

upon us. 
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The Lord’s Prayer     
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come, 
Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; give us this day our daily bread; 
and Forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; and 
lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom 
and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen. 
 
The Salutation                                    pg. 40 
P: The Lord be with you. 
C: ♫ And with thy Spirit. 
 
The Collect for Grace  
P: O Lord, our heavenly Father, almighty and everlasting God, who has safely 

brought us to beginning of  this day, defend us in the same with Your mighty power 
and grant that this day we fall into no sin, neither run into any kind of  danger, but 
that all our doings, being ordered by Your governance, may be righteous in Your 
sight; through Jesus Christ, our Lord. 

C: ♫ Amen 
  
The Benedicamus and Benediction              pg. 40 
P: Bless we the Lord. 
C: ♫ Thanks be to God. 
P:  The grace of  our Lord † Jesus Christ and the love of  God and the fellowship of  

the Holy Ghost be with you all. 
C:  ♫ Amen. 
 
Closing Hymn:          “Rise, My Soul, to Watch and Pray”          Hymn 446 
 
Postlude 
 
Outreach Thought 
Mark 6:45-56: The disciples were struggling with all their might to sail forward and 
fight against the strong winds, but were having very little success. After Jesus finished 
praying, He walked to them on the water.  They cried out in terror when they saw 
Him, but our loving Jesus calmed their fears as well as the wind.  Jesus is still calming 
troubled hearts and has invited us to join Him in sharing the Good News of  salva-
tion.  May we witness to the life-changing power of  Jesus with joy and enthusiasm! 
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NEWS AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

Adult Bible Class this morning will continue their study on the book of  Genesis 
with Pastor Beck.  
 
The voters assembly will meet again on Monday, July 26th, at 7:00 p.m. in the 
church sanctuary. Meeting packets were put in voting members mailboxes; Board of  
Ed reports were added this week.   
 
The Men’s Club will have their final meeting this afternoon at 5PM at the picnic 
grounds. All members are encouraged to attend.  
 
The Picnic Auction committee will meet on Tuesday evening at 6:30 in the library. 
All auction committee members from 2019 are asked to attend as we get things going 
for this years picnic.  
 
Our annual church picnic with auction will be held Sunday, September 5th. Please 
be on the lookout for items for the live auction. With some businesses still hit hard 
financially by the Covid pandemic, we are relying more heavily on our congregation 
for donations of  auction items this year. If  you have any questions, please reach out 
to myself  (318-458-8558) or Brian Varner  (979-966-3761). Thank you!  Chris Kovar 
 
Door Offering - The Ladies Aid will collect a door offering on Sunday’s, August 1st 
and 15th, for their annual School Supply Drive. This year, monetary donations will be 
collected and go to Faith Lutheran High School.  
 
Second Sunday singing will be held on Sunday, August 8th, starting at 8:30. If  you 
have a favorite hymn you would like to have considered, please add it to the list on the 
bulletin board in the narthex.  
 
Healing Hearts and Friends - August heat is just around the corner, so we are plan-
ning an early evening music event in Bastrop, August 5, 2021 attending The Farm 
Street Opry.  We will have dinner at Bassano Del Grappe prior to the opry.  We will 
meet and leave Holy Cross at 4:30.  The cost is $7.50 plus  your meal.  Please rsvp by 
August 2nd to Emily Matheson at 979-250-3027 for a table reservation.  Come along 
and join us for an evening of  fellowship and fun. 
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Camp Lone Star annual picnic is today at Camp Lone Star in La Grange. The day 
includes music starting at 10:30 am, an outdoor worship service at 11:00 led by Pastor 
Ryan Neuhaus, a barbecue meal at noon, and the benefit auctions from 1-3 pm. The 
swimming pool will also be open from 1:00-2:30 pm for those wanting to enjoy the 
cool water. Each year Camp Lone Star serves over 11,000 individuals through their re-
treats, outdoor education, and of  course our summer camp ministry. This annual 
event is a great opportunity to show support for Camp Lone Star and help it to con-
tinue the ministry into the future! 
 
The Lehmann/Woyte reunion will be held on Sunday, August 1st at the picnic 
grounds from 11:00 a.m. until 3:00 p.m. Drinks and paper goods will be supplied; 
families are asked to bring a dish to share for the potluck meal.  
 
A benefit fundraiser for Conway Whited, infant son of  Justin and Amanda Whited, 
will be held on Sunday, August 22nd, at the Holy Cross Picnic Grounds. A drive-thru 
meal will be served from 10am—1pm consisting of  Port steak, green beans, corn, 
homemade noodles, and bread. Meal tickets are $12 each. Baked goods will be availa-
ble for a free-will donation. Raffle tickets are also being sold for $20 each. The draw-
ing will be held at 2:00 p.m. on the 22nd. Winners do not need to be present to win; it 
will be streamed via Facebook live. Meal and raffle tickets are available in the church 
office during office hours. Justin and Amanda extend their thanks to everyone for all 
their continued prayers and support!! 
 The Ladies Aid will be coordinating the bake sale for the benefit and is asking 
for donations from everyone, not just Ladies Aid members. If  you are willing to bake 
some goodies, they can be brought to church the morning of  the benefit. If  you have 
any questions, contact Lisa Gay at 979.218.6000. 

 

ATTENDANCE LAST SUNDAY 

Worship: 129 Bible Class: 36 

Sunday School: 16 
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FAITH LUTHERAN HIGH SCHOOL NEWS 
 

New Student Registration  
We are overjoyed to have 17 students registered for the 2021-2022 school year.  We 
continue to add more students to our family. FLHS offers a Christ-centered educa-
tion, a rigorous college prep curriculum, and small class sizes.   You can receive regis-
tration materials by visiting our website, at www.fhlstx.org, or calling (979) 242-2889. 
Tuition scholarships are available.    
 

First Day of  School  
Please keep our faculty and students in your prayers as classes begin Wednesday, Au-
gust 18th.  Final preparations are underway in preparation for the big day! 
 

Opening Service 
Please join us on Sunday, August 22nd at 3 pm as we will officially open our fifth aca-
demic school year.  ‘Transformed’ based on Romans 12:2 is the theme for 2021-2022.  
A worship service will be held at Holy Cross Lutheran Church, Warda.  The service 
will be led by our association Pastors, with the sermon by  Pr. Dustin Beck.  Offering 
will be collected to support the FLHS Scholarship Fund. A potluck dessert and punch 
reception will follow.   
 

Thank You!  
Thank you for all the prayers and support you have offered on behalf  of  FLHS. As 
we prepare to begin another year, we are thankful for each of  you who faithfully pray 
and support the ministry God has created at FLHS.  Thank you, on behalf  of  the stu-
dents who will be instilled with wisdom as they become faithful leaders tomorrow, for 
your generous support!  
 

Thrivent Action Team Grants  
If  you are a Thrivent member willing to submit an application for a $250 grant to be 
used on projects at Faith, please contact Nikki Kueck by calling (979) 242-2889. Help 
us to be able to take advantage of  these funds for the good of  our school.  *We are 
currently looking to utilize Action Grants to offset expenses associated with our sum-
mer camps and student retreat!  
 

Amazon Smile and Wish List  
Did you know Faith Lutheran High School is on Amazon Smile?  After you select 
FLHS as the charity of  your choice, everytime you purchase something from Amazon 
Smile, FLHS will receive a donation. FLHS has also created a wish list on Amazon, 
for needed materials for the upcoming school year. The easiest way to find it is by 
clicking on the link on the FLHS Facebook page or website. Thank you for your gen-
erous support!   
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Altar Flowers are given to the glory of  God by Curtis and Elaine 

Kieschnick in thankfulness for all of  God’s blessings.  

 

 

 

 
PRAYER REQUESTS FOR TODAY 

Nancy I. Pietsch 
Ruby Bohot, back at Bec’s Blessing following a short hospital stay 
Robert Lehmann, at home with fulltime care givers following a hospital stay 
Judy Symank, friend of  Wendy Wagner 
All those on our continued prayer list 
 

Our sympathy to Scott and Sherry Schramm and family on the death of  Sherry’s 
grandma, Frances Roeber, on July 16th. Her funeral was at St. Paul, Serbin on July 
19th.  
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THOSE WHO SERVE TODAY 
July 25, 2021 

 
Rev. Dustin Beck                      Pastor 
Mrs. Carol Schramm                                   Organist 
Mrs. Oranell Dunk                    Greeter 
Mrs. Linda Hobratschk                             Audio/Video System 
Doug Lehmann, David Weishuhn, Allen Wolf                         Elders on Duty 
Avery Davis & Barrett Kay                                Acolytes 
 
 

CALENDAR OF ACTIVITIES 
TODAY 9:00 a.m. Divine Service 
 10:15 a.m. Bible Class & Sunday School 
 Camp Lone Star Annual Picnic 
 5:00 p.m. Men’s Club Final Meeting 
 
MONDAY Christine Out of  Office at 10am 
 7:00 p.m. Voters Assembly 
 
TUESDAY—FRIDAY   Pastor Beck to Camp Eagle with Trail Life     
 
TUESDAY 6:30 p.m. Picnic Auction Committee Meeting in Library 
 
THURSDAY 9:00 a.m. Sewing Circle 
 
FRIDAY Church Office close at Noon 
  
Next Sunday 10th Sunday after Pentecost 
   9:00 a.m. Divine Service  
 10:15 a.m. Bible Class & Sunday School 
  

     
  
   


