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HOLY CROSS LUTHERAN CHURCH 
P.O. BOX 69 WARDA, TX 78960 

 
Sunday, June 13, 2021             Third Sunday after Pentecost 
 
GUESTS AND VISITORS: Welcome to Holy Cross and to today’s worship service. 
We are glad you are here! If  you have any questions about today’s service, or are inter-
ested in joining Holy Cross, please speak with Pastor or one of  our Elders.   
 
The Cross of Christ Is the Tree of Life, Which Bears Abundant Fruit after Its Own Kind 
The parables of  our Lord convey the mysteries of  the kingdom of  God to those who 
are “able to hear it,” that is, “to his own disciples,” who are catechized to fear, love and 
trust in Him by faith (Mark 4:33–34). He scatters “seed on the ground,” which “sprouts and 
grows” unto life, even as “he sleeps and rises” (Mark 4:26–27). “On the mountain height of  Is-
rael,” He plants a young and tender twig, and it becomes “a noble cedar.” Indeed, His 
own cross becomes the Tree of  Life, under which “every kind of  bird” will dwell, and in 
which “birds of  every sort will nest” (Ezek. 17:22–25). His cross is our resting place, even 
while now in mortal bodies, we “groan, being burdened” (2 Cor. 5:1–4). Yet in faith, we 
live for God in Christ, who for our sake “died and was raised” (2 Cor. 5:15). We know 
that, in His resurrected body, “we have a building from God, a house not made with hands, 
eternal in the heavens” (2 Cor. 5:1). 
  
Prelude - Selected 
 
The Ringing of  the Church Bell 
 
Words of  Welcome 
 
Opening Hymn:               “Come, Holy Ghost, in Love”                  Hymn 227  
 

The Invocation 
P: In the name of  the Father, and of  the † Son, and of  the Holy Ghost. 
C: ♫ Amen.  
 

The Confession of  Sins & Absolution 
P: Beloved in the Lord! Let us draw near with a true heart and confess our sins unto 
God, our Father, beseeching Him in the name of  our Lord Jesus Christ, to grant us 
forgiveness.  
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P: Our help is in the name of  the Lord. 
C: ♫Who made heaven and earth.  
P: I said, I will confess my transgressions unto the Lord. 
C: ♫  And Thou forgavest the iniquity of  my sin.  
P: Almighty God, our Maker and Redeemer, we poor sinners confess unto Thee that 
we are by nature sinful and unclean and that we have sinned against Thee by thought, 
word, and deed. Wherefore we flee for refuge to Thine infinite mercy, seeking and im-
ploring Thy grace for the sake of  our Lord Jesus Christ.  
C: O most merciful God, who hast given Thine only-begotten Son to die for us, 
have mercy upon us and for His sake grant us remission of  all our sins; and by 
Thy Holy Spirit increase in us true knowledge of  Thee and of  Thy will and 
true obedience to Thy Word, to the end, that by Thy grace, we may come to 
everlasting life; through Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen.  
P: Almighty God, our heavenly Father, has had mercy upon us and has given His only 
Son to die for us and for His sake forgives us all our sins. To them that believe on His 
name, He gives power to become the children of  God and has promised them His 
Holy Spirit. He that believes and is baptized shall be saved. Grant this, Lord, unto us 
all.  
C: ♫Amen.  
 
The Introit: Psalm 92:12–15; antiphon: v. 1 
It is good to give thanks to the Lord, 
      to sing praises to your name, O Most High. 
The righteous flourish like the palm tree 
      and grow like a cedar in Lebanon. 
They are planted in the house of  the Lord; 
      they flourish in the courts of  our God. 
They still bear fruit in old age; 
      they are ever full of  sap and green, 
to declare that the Lord is upright; 
      he is my rock, and there is no unrighteousness in him. 
It is good to give thanks to the Lord, 
      to sing praises to your name, O Most High. 
 
The Gloria Patri                                Pg. 6ff. 
♫ Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Ghost; As it was in the 
beginning, is now and ever shall be, world without end. Amen.  
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The Kyrie 
♫ Lord, have mercy upon us. Christ, have mercy upon us. Lord, have mercy 
upon us.  
 
The Gloria in Excelsis 
♫Glory be to God on high: And on earth peace, good will toward men. We 
praise Thee, we bless Thee, we worship Thee, we glorify Thee, we give thanks 
to Thee for Thy great glory. O Lord God, heavenly King. God the Father Al-
mighty. O Lord, the only-begotten Son, Jesus Christ; O Lord God, Lamb of  
God, Son of  the Father, That takest away the sin of  the world, have mercy up-
on us. Thou that takest away the sin of  the world, receive our prayer. Thou that 
sittest at the right hand of  God the Father, have mercy upon us. For Thou only 
art holy; Thou only art the Lord. Thou only, O Christ, with the Holy Ghost, art 
most high in the glory of  God the Father. Amen.  
 
The Salutation & The Collect for the Day 
P: The Lord be with you. 
C: ♫ And with thy spirit.  
P:  Blessed Lord, since You have caused all Holy Scriptures to be written for our 
learning, grant that we may so hear them, read, mark, learn, and inwardly digest them 
that we may embrace and ever hold fast the blessed hope of  everlasting life; through 
Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and forever. 
C: ♫ Amen. 
 
Old Testament Reading:  Ezekiel 17:22-24 (ESV) 
   22Thus says the Lord God: “I myself  will take a sprig from the lofty top of  the 
cedar and will set it out. I will break off  from the topmost of  its young twigs a tender 
one, and I myself  will plant it on a high and lofty mountain. 23On the mountain height 
of  Israel will I plant it, that it may bear branches and produce fruit and become a no-
ble cedar. And under it will dwell every kind of  bird; in the shade of  its branches 
birds of  every sort will nest. 24And all the trees of  the field shall know that I am 
the Lord; I bring low the high tree, and make high the low tree, dry up the green tree, 
and make the dry tree flourish. I am the Lord; I have spoken, and I will do it.” 
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The Gradual: Psalm 145:3, 5b, 6b 
P: Great is the Lord, and greatly to be praised, 
C: and his greatness is unsearchable. 
P: On your wondrous works, I will meditate, 
C: and I will declare your greatness. 
               
Epistle Reading: 2 Corinthians 5:1-17  (ESV) 
 1We know that if  the tent, which is our earthly home, is destroyed, we have a 
building from God, a house not made with hands, eternal in the heavens. 2For in this 
tent we groan, longing to put on our heavenly dwelling, 3if  indeed by putting it on we 
may not be found naked. 4For while we are still in this tent, we groan, being bur-
dened—not that we would be unclothed, but that we would be further clothed, so 
that what is mortal may be swallowed up by life. 5He who has prepared us for this 
very thing is God, who has given us the Spirit as a guarantee. 
      6So we are always of  good courage. We know that while we are at home in the 
body we are away from the Lord, 7for we walk by faith, not by sight. 8Yes, we are of  
good courage, and we would rather be away from the body and at home with the 
Lord. 9So whether we are at home or away, we make it our aim to please him. 10For we 
must all appear before the judgment seat of  Christ, so that each one may receive what 
is due for what he has done in the body, whether good or evil. 
      11Therefore, knowing the fear of  the Lord, we persuade others. But what we are is 
known to God, and I hope it is known also to your conscience. 12We are not com-
mending ourselves to you again but giving you cause to boast about us, so that you 
may be able to answer those who boast about outward appearance and not about 
what is in the heart. 13For if  we are beside ourselves, it is for God; if  we are in our 
right mind, it is for you. 14For the love of  Christ controls us, because we have con-
cluded this: that one has died for all, therefore all have died; 15and he died for all, that 
those who live might no longer live for themselves but for him who for their sake 
died and was raised. 
      16From now on, therefore, we regard no one according to the flesh. Even though 
we once regarded Christ according to the flesh, we regard him thus no long-
er. 17Therefore, if  anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation. The old has passed away; 
behold, the new has come. 
 

[please rise and face the Pastor in the center of  the nave, a sign of  Christ’s presence among His people] 
 

C: ♫ Hallelujah!  Hallelujah!  Hallelujah! 
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Verse: 2 Peter 3:18a 
P: Alleluia. Grow in the grace and knowledge  
C: of  our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. Alleluia. 
 
Holy Gospel: Mark 4:26–34  (ESV) 
P: The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the fifteenth chapter. 
C: ♫ Glory be to Thee, O Lord. 
 
 26[Jesus] said, “The kingdom of  God is as if  a man should scatter seed on the 
ground. 27He sleeps and rises night and day, and the seed sprouts and grows; he 
knows not how. 28The earth produces by itself, first the blade, then the ear, then the 
full grain in the ear. 29But when the grain is ripe, at once he puts in the sickle, because 
the harvest has come.” 
       30And he said, “With what can we compare the kingdom of  God, or what parable 
shall we use for it? 31It is like a grain of  mustard seed, which, when sown on the 
ground, is the smallest of  all the seeds on earth, 32yet when it is sown it grows up and 
becomes larger than all the garden plants and puts out large branches, so that the 
birds of  the air can make nests in its shade.” 
  33With many such parables he spoke the word to them, as they were able to hear 
it. 34He did not speak to them without a parable, but privately to his own disciples he 
explained everything. 
 

P: This is the Gospel of  the Lord.. 
C: ♫ Praise be to Thee, O Christ.  
 

The Apostle’s Creed                                                                                      Page 12 
I believe in God, the Father Almighty, Maker of  heaven and earth. And in Jesus 
Christ, His only Son, our Lord; who was conceived by the Holy Ghost, born of  
the Virgin Mary; suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, dead and buried. 
He descended into hell. The third day He rose again from the dead. He ascended 
into heaven and sitteth at the right hand of  God the Father Almighty. From 
thence He will come to judge the quick and the dead. I believe in the Holy 
Ghost; the holy Christian Church, the communion of  saints, the forgiveness of  
sins, the resurrection of  the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 
 
Sermon Hymn:                “Creator Spirit, by Whose Aid”                     Hymn 236          
  
The Sermon       “Casting Seeds of  Hope” 
 
[we stand] 
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The Offertory     
♫ Create in me a clean heart, O God, and renew a right spirit within me. Cast 
me not away from Thy presence; and take not Thy Holy Spirit from me. Re-
store unto me the joy of  Thy salvation; and uphold me with Thy free spirit. 
Amen.     
 
Receipt of  Offerings 
 

Pause to Ponder 
Mark 4:34 – “He did not speak to them without a parable, but privately to his 
own disciples he explained everything.” How blessed we are to be His disciples! 
The Lord has indeed explained everything to us. He has told us all things plainly. Why 
then are we ever so foolish as to disobey His clear Word? Our fight against sin in the 
power of  the Holy Spirit is truly a struggle. Therefore, let us receive the Lord’s help in 
His Word and Sacraments, and let us fight the good fight of  faith and grow up into 
His image. 
 
Hymn:                          “Almighty God, Thy Word is Cast”                    Hymn 49 
 
The Prayers of  the Day 
Let us pray for the whole Church of  God in Christ Jesus and for all people according 
to their needs. 
 
O Most High, we give thanks to You that You have planted Your Holy Word among 
us. Give healthy growth to Your Church, that she may weather the storm-winds of  
this world steadfast in Christ, ever bearing the fruits of  love and singing praises to 
Your name. Lord, in Your mercy, hear our prayer. 
 
Lord God, Your Holy Spirit plants Your Word and causes it to sprout and grow as it 
pleases You. Bless the preaching and teaching of  Your Word, that Your kingdom may 
be extended, and give us thankful hearts to marvel at Your work. Send faithful labor-
ers into Your fields to scatter Your seed here and abroad, that in due time a harvest 
may be reaped for Your glory. Lord, in Your mercy, hear our prayer. 
 
O Lord, the great I AM, what You have spoken You will surely do. We implore You 
for the sake of  Christ and Your many precious promises to bless and defend our 
homes, to make the efforts of  parents fruitful in the teaching of  their children, and to 
preserve them in the saving faith of  Jesus. Lord, in Your mercy, hear our prayer. 
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Eternal Lord, Ruler of  all, graciously regard those who have been set in positions of  
authority among us. Guide them by Your Spirit to be high in purpose, wise in counsel, 
firm in good resolution and unwavering in duty, that under them we may be governed 
quietly and peaceably. Lord, in Your mercy, hear our prayer. 
 
Father, we are bold to ask for all things because You have given us Your Spirit as a 
guarantee. Hear us as we intercede in Jesus’ name for those in every need especially  
Mary, Lisa, Aidan, Doris, Betty, Georgette, those in our hearts and on our continued 
prayer list. Lord, in Your mercy, hear our prayer. 
 
Holy Father, from Israel You have taken a tender sprig, Your chosen Messiah, Jesus, 
and planted Him on the mountain for our salvation. By His death on a tree, You have 
reversed the curse of  sin and brought life again to dry, dusty souls. Do not let us des-
pise Your Christ, His humility or His suffering, but bring us with all Your Christians 
into the shade of  His eternal rest; through the same Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, 
who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen. 
 

The Lord’s Prayer 
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come, 
Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; and 
lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom 
and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen. 
 

The Collect for the Word/Church    
P: Blessed Lord, who has caused all Holy Scriptures to be written for our learning, 
grant that we may hear them, read, mark, learn and inwardly digest them, that by pa-
tience and comfort of  Your holy Word we may embrace, and ever hold fast, the 
blessed hope of  everlasting life, which You have given us in our Savior Jesus Christ, 
who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, world without end.  
C: ♫ Amen.  
 

The Benediction 
P: The Lord bless Thee and keep Thee. The Lord make His face shine upon Thee 
and be gracious unto Thee. The Lord lift up His countenance upon Thee and † give 
Thee peace.  
C: ♫ Amen. Amen. Amen.  
 

The Closing Hymn:         “On What Has Now Been Sewn”                  Hymn 46 
 

Postlude 
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Outreach Thought 
Mark 4:26-34:  Every year farmers get to see a great miracle of  God in the growth of  
their crop.  The farmers may plant the seed, but God does the rest.  The same is true 
for us as God’s witnesses in the world.  We are called upon to share the Word of  God 
and to scatter the seed.  We can leave the miracle of  growth to the Holy Spirit, who 
gives us the promise that His Word will not return to Him empty, but will accomplish 
the purpose for which it was sent (Is. 55:11). 
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NEWS AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

 Adult Bible Class: This morning, we continue our study of  the first book, Genesis, 
the book of  beginnings, to talk about God’s account of  creation and the fall, and His 
calling a people to be His own possession (which, by faith in Christ, is us!) Join us for 
an exciting look at a foundational book that helps to foster our Christian worldview in 
a world that denies Christ and His salvation.  
 
VBS Planning is underway!! It’s not too late to register your kiddos for VBS! Head 
on over to our website at holycrosswarda.com and use the link on the front page to 
register.  
  Are you cleaning out closets or toy boxes? Looking for someplace to go with all 
those gently used Lego’s, building blocks, Lincoln Logs, etc.? Look no further! We will 
be glad to take them to use for VBS. Any size Legos, wood or cardboard building 
blocks, large cardboard boxes, kids building materials, etc. would all be greatly appreci-
ated! You can bring them to the church office during the week or make arrangements 
with Chelsea Beck for a convenient time.  
 
Healing Hearts & Friends June trip is scheduled for Tuesday, June 29th, at 9:15 in 
Schulenberg to tour four of  the six Painted Churches of  Fayette & Lee County. St. 
Paul, Serbin is not on the tour.  Our docent will lead us to St. Mary's Catholic Church, 
Praha; Sts. Cyril & Methodius Catholic Church, Dubina; St. Mary Catholic Church, 
High Hill and St. John the Baptist, Ammannsville.   
 We will meet at the church parking lot at 8:00 a.m. on Tuesday the 29th. The cost 
of  the tour is $12.00 + the docent fee of  $50.00 to be divided among the people in 
the group.  Depending on the number going, it should be no more than $10.00 
more.  I have paid the $50.00 deposit so that money will come to me. 
 We will eat lunch in Schulenberg after the tour.  Tillie's has been recommended 
(cafe food) if  that is acceptable or give me your options.   
 I would appreciate a headcount so if  you plan on joining us, please let me 
know.  Emily Matheson, 979-250-3027 or emilymatheson123@gmail.com. 
 
The Couples Club would like to extend an invitation to younger couples and adults 
for a hamburger social on Friday, July 9th at 7:00 p.m. at the Holy Cross Picnic 
Grounds. The purpose is to encourage Christian fellowship activity and interaction 
among the younger members of  the church and community.  We hope that all couples, 
and couples to be, prayerfully consider using their time and talents to support this en-
deavor. Please RSVP to Lorie Lehmann by July 2nd, at 966-3903 or 242-3877. 
 

mailto:emilymatheson123@gmail.com


12 

 

Our annual church picnic with auction has been set for Labor Day weekend Sun-
day, September 5th.  Mark your calendars for the Picnic Planning Meeting on Wednes-
day, July 7th, at 7:00 p.m. at the Picnic Grounds. 2019 committee chairmen and repre-
sentatives from the Ladies Aid, Men’s Club, Couple’s Club, and Youth/Sunday School 
are asked to attend.  
 As our annual picnic draws closer, please be on the lookout for items for the live 
auction. With some businesses still hit hard financially by the Covid pandemic, we are 
relying more heavily on our congregation for donations of  auction items. If  you have 
any questions, please reach out to myself  (318-458-8558) or Brian Varner  (979-966-
3761). Thank you!  Chris Kovar 
 
BBQ Pork Steak Dinner: The St. Paul Lutheran Church Adult Fellowship in Serbin 
is having a BBQ Pork Steak dinner on Sunday, June 20th from 10:00-12:00 at the Serb-
in Picnic Grounds.  Only advance plates will be sold for $12.00 and all are to-go.  If  
you would like to order tickets please contact Susan Michael at 979-540-0854 or Sha-
ron Claxton at 979-540-7154 by TOMORROW.  All proceeds will be going toward fu-
ture church/school projects.  Thank You! 
 
St. Michael’s, Winchester annual picnic will be held next Saturday, June 19th, at St. 
Michael’s Park in downtown Winchester. Activities will include a washer tournament 
at 4pm, a BBQ plate meal from 5:00-6:30pm, and a live auction starting at 6:30. 
Drinks and snacks will be available starting at 3pm. Everyone is invited to come out 
and enjoy the afternoon!  
 
The Zoch Family 40th Biennial Reunion will be taking place on July 10-11, 
2021 in Winchester.  All the descendants of  Johann & Johanna (Schneider) Zoch and 
his brother Christian & Maria (Schneider) Zoch are invited.  Please call Suzy Zoch at 
979-540-0230 or email ZochFamilyTexas@gmail.com for more information. RSVP’s 
are needed by June 22nd.  
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FAITH LUTHERAN HIGH SCHOOL NEWS 

Thank You!  
Thank you for all the prayers and support you have offered during this academic 
year.  It’s hard to believe another school year is complete!  We ask that you con-
tinue to remember us in your prayers and support, as preparations are made for 
next year and the future. God continues to bless our ministry and YOU do as 
well.  Thank you!  
 
Youth Camps 
Summer camps are back!  We are excited to offer a variety of  camps for youth 
this spring and summer. Ages are for grades NEXT school year.  
June 14-16 - Basketball - Grades K to 8 - $15 
June 21-23 - Art Camp - Grades K to 6 - $ 30 
June 28-30 - STEM Camp - Grades K to 6 - $30  
Please visit our website or Facebook page for more information! Don’t wait --- 
Sign up today!! Limited spots remaining. 
 
New Student Registration  
Registration for the 2021-2022 school year is underway.  We are looking to add 
more students to our family.  Are you looking for a Christ-centered education, a 
rigorous college prep curriculum, small class sizes?  Call for a tour and check out 
FLHS!! Call (979) 242-2889 today!  
 
Thrivent Action Team Grants  
If  you are a Thrivent member willing to submit an application for a $250 grant 
to be used on projects at Faith, please contact Nikki Kueck by calling (979) 242-
2889. Help us to be able to take advantage of  these funds for the good of  our 
school.  *We are currently looking to utilize Action Grants to offset expenses as-
sociated with our summer camps!  
 
Amazon Smile 
Did you know Faith Lutheran High School is on Amazon Smile?  After you se-
lect FLHS as the charity of  your choice, every time you purchase something 
from Amazon Smile, FLHS will receive a donation.    
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Amazon Wish List  
FLHS has created a wish list on Amazon, for needed materials for the upcoming 
school year. The easiest way to find it is by clicking on the link on the FLHS Fa-
cebook page or website. Thank you for your generous support! 
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Altar Flowers are given to the glory of  God in honor of  the tenth  
anniversary of  Pastor Beck’s ordination on June 12th by the Holy Cross 
congregation.  
 

 
 
 
 
 
PRAYER REQUESTS FOR TODAY 

Mary Fenzlein, in St. David’s South   
Lisa Brugger, scheduled for back procedure this week 
Aidan Halpain, struggling with a difficult situation 
Doris Pietsch, friend of  Calvin & Gale Mersiovsky, hospitalized in Austin 
Betty Welnack, friend of  Ann Bamsch, now in Towers Nursing Home in Smithville  
      for therapy  
Georgette Bradgon, friend of  the community, recovering from surgery 
All those on our continued prayer list 
 
 
We would like to express our appreciation for the kindness shown to us at the recent 
pass of  our loved one, Myrtle Harbers.  God’s blessings, Judy & Danny Jurk and family 
 
Thank you to all who supported the Wendish Society Scholarship Fish Fry Fundrais-
er last Sunday.  TWHS’s first fish fry to raise money for Scholarships was a success!
Thanks to all who purchased meals, and to the volunteers who helped to make the 
event happen.  Thank you to all who participated.  Your support is appreciated.   
          Texas Wendish Heritage Society  
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ATTENDANCE LAST SUNDAY 

Worship Service: 147  Bible Class: 47 

Sunday School: 14 

 THOSE WHO SERVE TODAY 

June 13, 2021 

 

Rev. Dustin Beck                      Pastor 

Mr.  Jonathan Kueck                        Lector 

Mrs. Carol Schramm                               Organist 

Mr. Curtis Wedgeworth                                           Audio/Video System 

Dennis Pietsch, J.C. Schramm, Brian Varner                              Elders on Duty                                         

Sarah Kay & Kaitlynn Lehmann                           Acolyte 

 

CALENDAR OF ACTIVITIES 

TODAY     8:30 a.m. PreService Singing 

    9:00 a.m. Divine Service  

    10:15 a.m. Bible Class & Sunday School 

 

MONDAY-WEDNESDAY  FLHS Basketball Camp 

 

WEDNESDAY  6:30 p.m. Bible Study  

         

THURSDAY  9:00 a.m. Sewing Circle 

        

Next Sunday  4th Sunday after Pentecost / Father’s Day  

      9:00 a.m. Divine Service w/Holy Communion 

    10:15 a.m. Bible Class & Sunday School 

    


