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HOLY CROSS LUTHERAN CHURCH 
P.O. BOX 69 WARDA, TX 78960 

Sunday, April 25, 2021             Fourth Sunday of  Easter             
 
GUESTS AND VISITORS: Welcome to Holy Cross and to today’s worship service. 
Please register your attendance in the Fellowship Book; we invite you to come and 
worship with us again. If  you have an interest in joining Holy Cross, please speak with 
Pastor or one of  our Elders.   
 
Jesus, the Good Shepherd, Lays Down His Life for the Sheep 
The Lord Jesus is “the good shepherd” who “lays down his life for the sheep” (John 10:11). His 
life is not taken from Him, but He lays it down willingly, of  His own accord, because 
He knows and loves the sheep. As the One sent by the Father, He has the “authority to 
lay it down” and the “authority to take it up again” (John 10:18). So has He done, and now 
He continues to love and serve as the Good Shepherd of  the sheep by the voice of  
His Gospel. He thus calls all people into the fold of  His Church, so that there may be 
“one flock, one shepherd” (John 10:16). That is why the apostles “were teaching the people and 
proclaiming in Jesus the resurrection from the dead” (Acts 4:2). Since “there is salvation in no one 
else,” His voice rings out to this day through the preaching of  His name, “for there is no 
other name under heaven given among men by which we must be saved” (Acts 4:12). His voice 
comforts our hearts against all condemnation and gives us courage to “love one another” 
and “to lay down our lives for the brothers,” as He laid down His life for us (1 John 3:16, 
23).  
 
Prelude - Selected 
  
The Ringing of  the Church Bell 
 
Words of  Welcome 
 
Entrance Hymn:                    “Hallelujah! Jesus Lives!”                        Hymn 188  
 
[please stand] 
 
Opening Sentences                         pg. 32 
P:  O Lord, open Thou my lips. 
C:  ♫ And my mouth shall show forth Thy praise. 
P: Make haste, O God, to deliver me. 
C: ♫ Make haste to help me, O Lord. 
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Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Ghost; 
As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be,  
world without end. Amen. Hallelujah! 

 
The Invitatory and Venite                       Hymnal Pg. 33ff. 
P:  Oh, come, let us worship the Lord: 
C: ♫For He is our Maker.  
      ♫ Oh come, let us sing unto the Lord: 

let us make a joyful noise to the Rock of  our salvation. 
Let us come before His presence with thanksgiving: 
and make a joyful noise unto Him with psalms. 
For the Lord is a great God: 
and a great King above all gods. 
In His hand are the deep places of  the earth: 
the strength of  the hills is His also. 
The sea is His, and He made it: 
and His hands formed the dry land. 
Oh, come, let us worship and bow down: 
let us kneel before the Lorde, our Maker. 

 
For He is our God: 
and we are the people of  His pasture, and the sheep of  His hand. 
Glory be to the Father and to the Son: 
and to the Holy Ghost; 
As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, 
world without end. Amen. 

 

Psalm: Psalm 23; antiphon: John 10:14, 15b          Chanted Responsively By Pastor and Cantor 

I am the good | shepherd.* 
 I know my own and my own know me, and I lay down my life | for the sheep. 

The LORD is my | shepherd;* 
 I | shall not want. 

He makes me lie down in green | pastures.* 
 He leads me beside still | waters. 

He re- | stores my soul.* 
 He leads me in paths of  righteousness for his | name’s sake. 

Even though I walk through the valley of  the shadow of  death, I will fear no evil, for you are | with me;* 
 your rod and your staff, they | comfort me. 
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You prepare a table before me in the presence of  my | enemies;* 
 you anoint my head with oil; my cup | overflows. 

Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me all the days | of  my life,* 
 and I shall dwell in the house of  the LORD for- | ever. 

Glory be to the Father and | to the Son* 
 and to the Holy | Spirit; 

as it was in the be- | ginning,* 
 is now, and will be forever. | Amen. 

I am the good | shepherd.* 
 I know my own and my own know me, and I lay down my life | for the sheep. 

 
[be seated] 
 
Hymn:         “The Lord’s My Shepherd, I’ll Not Want”        Hymn 436  
 
Old Testament Reading: Acts 4:1-12 (ESV) 
   1As they were speaking to the people, the priests and the captain of  the temple 
and the Sadducees came upon them, 2greatly annoyed because they were teaching the 
people and proclaiming in Jesus the resurrection from the dead. 3And they arrested 
them and put them in custody until the next day, for it was already evening. 4But many 
of  those who had heard the word believed, and the number of  the men came to 
about five thousand. 
 5On the next day their rulers and elders and scribes gathered together in Jerusa-
lem, 6with Annas the high priest and Caiaphas and John and Alexander, and all who 
were of  the high-priestly family. 7And when they had set them in the midst, they in-
quired, “By what power or by what name did you do this?” 8Then Peter, filled with 
the Holy Spirit, said to them, “Rulers of  the people and elders, 9if  we are being exam-
ined today concerning a good deed done to a crippled man, by what means this man 
has been healed, 10let it be known to all of  you and to all the people of  Israel that by 
the name of  Jesus Christ of  Nazareth, whom you crucified, whom God raised from 
the dead—by him this man is standing before you well. 11This Jesus is the stone that 
was rejected by you, the builders, which has become the cornerstone. 12And there is 
salvation in no one else, for there is no other name under heaven given among men by 
which we must be saved.” 
 
Epistle Reading: 1 John 3:16-24 (ESV) 
 16By this we know love, that he laid down his life for us, and we ought to lay down 
our lives for the brothers. 17But if  anyone has the world’s goods and sees his brother 
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in need, yet closes his heart against him, how does God’s love abide in him? 18Little 
children, let us not love in word or talk but in deed and in truth. 
 19By this we shall know that we are of  the truth and reassure our heart before 
him; 20for whenever our heart condemns us, God is greater than our heart, and he 
knows everything. 21Beloved, if  our heart does not condemn us, we have confidence 
before God; 22and whatever we ask we receive from him, because we keep his com-
mandments and do what pleases him. 23And this is his commandment, that we believe 
in the name of  his Son Jesus Christ and love one another, just as he has commanded 
us. 24Whoever keeps his commandments abides in him, and he in them. And by this 
we know that he abides in us, by the Spirit whom he has given us. 
   
[please stand and face the Pastor in the center of  the nave, a sign of  Chris’s presence among His people] 

 
Holy Gospel:  John 10:11-18 (ESV) 
 
P: The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the tenth chapter. 
 
 11[Jesus said:] “I am the good shepherd. The good shepherd lays down his life for 
the sheep. 12He who is a hired hand and not a shepherd, who does not own the sheep, 
sees the wolf  coming and leaves the sheep and flees, and the wolf  snatches them and 
scatters them. 13He flees because he is a hired hand and cares nothing for the 
sheep. 14I am the good shepherd. I know my own and my own know me, 15just as the 
Father knows me and I know the Father; and I lay down my life for the sheep. 16And I 
have other sheep that are not of  this fold. I must bring them also, and they will listen 
to my voice. So there will be one flock, one shepherd. 17For this reason the Father 
loves me, because I lay down my life that I may take it up again. 18No one takes it 
from me, but I lay it down of  my own accord. I have authority to lay it down, and I 
have authority to take it up again. This charge I have received from my Father.” 
 
P: But Thou, O Lord, have mercy upon us. 
C: ♫Thanks be to Thee, O Lord!  
 
Sermon            “A Shepherd and His Sheep” 
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The Te Deum Laudamus 
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The Receipt of  Gifts and Offerings 
 
The Prayers of  the Day 
Let us pray for the whole Church of  God in Christ Jesus and for all people according 
to their needs. 
 
Shepherd of  Israel, in Your Son, Jesus Christ, You have sought out Your sheep and 
gathered us with them into Your flock. Keep us always in Your fold, and guard us 
from every wolf  and snare. Lord, in Your mercy, hear our prayer. 
 
O God, as You breathed new life into the world through the resurrection of  Your 
Son, so now by Your Holy Spirit breathe new life into Your Church that, freed by His 
Gospel, we may always confess the name of  Jesus Christ, the only name given among 
men by which we must be saved. Lord, in Your mercy, hear our prayer.  
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Heavenly Father, Your Son has called us to love our brothers. Turn us in love toward 
the neighbors closest to us, especially within our own homes, that we may daily show 
our confidence in God by deed and truth, laying down our lives as Christ first did for 
us. Lord, in Your mercy, hear our prayer. 
 
Eternal Lord, through the Paschal Lamb You have wrought peace between man and 
God. By Your gift of  good government, grant peace and good days also to our citi-
zens and between the nations of  the world, that we and all our neighbors may lead 
quiet lives in godly contentment. Lord, in Your mercy, hear our prayer. 
 

Heavenly Father, by the firstfruits of  Christ’s life from the dead, You secured for-
giveness for our troubled consciences. Bless also with temporal health and well-being 
those who suffer among us especially Al, J.C., Aidan, Conway, Hattie, Todd, Damon, 
those in our hearts and on our continued prayer list. Grant them aid in this moment 
and, even more so, true, immortal health in the world to come. Lord, in Your mercy, 
hear our prayer.  
 
Lord God, out of  Your fatherly goodness You have remembered us poor, miserable 
sinners and given Your beloved Son to be our Shepherd — not only to nourish us by 
His Word, but also to defend us from sin, death and the devil. Grant us Your Holy 
Spirit, that even as this Shepherd knows us and helps in every affliction, we also may 
know Him, trust Him, seek help and comfort in Him, heartily obey His voice and ob-
tain eternal salvation; through the same Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives 
and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.  
 
The Kyrie                           pg. 39 
♫ Lord, have mercy upon us. Christ, have mercy upon us. Lord, have mercy 

upon us. 
 
The Lord’s Prayer     
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come, 
Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; give us this day our daily bread; 
and Forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; and 
lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom 
and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen. 
 
The Salutation                                    pg. 40 
P: The Lord be with you. 
C: ♫ And with thy Spirit. 
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The Collect for Grace  
P: O Lord, our heavenly Father, almighty and everlasting God, who has safely 

brought us to beginning of  this day, defend us in the same with Your mighty power 
and grant that this day we fall into no sin, neither run into any kind of  danger, but 
that all our doings, being ordered by Your governance, may be righteous in Your 
sight; through Jesus Christ, our Lord. 

C: ♫ Amen 
  

The Benedicamus and Benediction              pg. 40 
P: Bless we the Lord. 
C: ♫ Thanks be to God. 
P:  The grace of  our Lord † Jesus Christ and the love of  God and the fellowship of  

the Holy Ghost be with you all. 
C:  ♫ Amen. 
 

Closing Hymn:   “The King of  Love My Shepherd Is”         LSB Hymn  
The King of  love my shepherd is, Whose goodness faileth never; 
I nothing lack if  I am his And he is mine forever. 
 

Where streams of  living water flow, My ransomed soul he leadeth 
And, where the verdant pastures grow, With food celestial feedeth. 
 

Perverse and foolish oft I strayed, But yet in love he sought me 
And on his shoulder gently laid And home rejoicing brought me. 
 

In death’s dark vale I fear no ill With thee, dear Lord, beside me, 
Thy rod and staff  my comfort still, Thy cross before to guide me. 
 

Thou spreadst a table in my sight; Thine unction grace bestoweth; 
And, oh, what transport of  delight From thy pure chalice floweth! 
 

And so through all the length of  days Thy goodness faileth never. 
Good Shepherd, may I sing thy praise Within thy house forever! 

 

Postlude 
 

Outreach Thought 
John 10:11-18: Jesus taught His disciples and, by extension, we as His people, that He is 
the Good Shepherd who laid down His life for His sheep.  What can stop the witness of  
those who no longer fear death? Every enemy has been vanquished by the Good Shep-
herd. What Good News this is for our comfort and all of  the sheep not yet in the fold. 
So, boldly share the Good News that there is a very Good Shepherd in the Risen Jesus 
Christ who came for the sake of  all of  the sheep.  
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NEWS AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 
Adult Bible Class: This morning, we continue our study of  the first book, Genesis, 
the book of  beginnings, to talk about God’s account of  creation and the fall, and His 
calling a people to be His own possession (which, by faith in Christ, is us!) Join us for 
an exciting look at a foundational book that helps to foster our Christian worldview in 
a world that denies Christ and His salvation.  
 

The Voters Assembly will meet again tomorrow, April 26th, at 7:00 p.m. in the sanc-
tuary. Meeting packets are in voting members mailboxes.  
 
The Ladies Aid will meet again on Tuesday, May 4th, at 7:00 p.m. They will have 
Chef  Mark presenting a class on charcuterie (cheese) boards. Everyone is invited to 
attend this fun evening! You do not have to be a member to come and you are wel-
come to bring a friend!  
 The ladies are still assembling personal care kits for Lutheran World Relief  and 
need a few more lightweight dark colored bath towels (20 x 40 or 27 x 52) as 
well as combs. If  you would like do donate these items, there is a box in the narthex 
for collection. Thank you for your support!! 
 

BBQ Chickens - The Holy Cross Couples Club will have their annual BBQ Chickens
-to-go on Mothers Day, May 9th, at the Holy Cross Picnic Grounds. Whole chickens 
are $9.00 and sauce is $2.00. Pick‑up will be from 10:30 to 12:00. A sign up sheet is 
available on the bulletin board in the Narthex. You may also place your order by call-
ing Danny & Judy Jurk at 242‑3484, J.C. & Carol Schramm at 242-3232, Dennis & Di-
ann Pietsch at 542‑1141, Calvin & Gale Mersiovsky at 968-5032, Robert & Joyce 
Hinze at 366-2398 or the church office at 242-3333. Advance orders only. Deadline 
to order is Monday, May 3rd. 
 The Ladies Aid will  have a bake sale at the picnic grounds along with the 
BBQ Chickens. Plan to stop by and pick up some dessert to go with your chickens!  
 

Orphan Grain Train Presentation - The Dorcas Circle of  Immanuel, Giddings, is 
pleased to announce that Rev. Ray Wilke, founder of  Orphan Grain Train, will give a 
presentation on Monday, April 26th at 6:30 at the Immanuel Fellowship Hall. Anyone 
who is interested in learning more about this organization is invited to join us. Come 
hear how Orphan Grain Train evolved from a plea for help to its present day ministry 
of  sharing God’s love and mercy by meeting the needs of  the hopeless. Orphan Grain 
Train is a recipient of  a $5000 mission grant from LWML Texas District. Rev. Wilke 
will share the impact these Mercy Meals make on the needy. We hope to see you on 
the 26th. Orphan Grain Train is a recognized service organization of  the Lutheran Church  Missouri Synod. 
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Bell Dedication: There will be a Dedication Ceremony of  a bronze replica of  the 
1854 St. Paul, Serbin, Bell that the Wends brought with them on the Ben Nevis. The 
Texas Wendsih Heritage Society invites you to this dedication on May 23, 2021 at 3:00 
p.m. at the museum complex. All are invited to attend this joyous occasion at the mu-
seum of  the first ringing of  this German made Bronze Bell. Pastor Aaron Kalbas, 
Pastor of  St. Paul Thorndale, a Wend and son of  St. Paul Serbin Congregation, will 
perform the dedication. Refreshments including Ben Nevis Beer will be served after-
wards. View displays of  bell history and the journey to have the replica made and 
brought to the museum.  The museum complex will be open. 
In order to better help us plan please RSVP to museum@texaswendish.org or 979-
366-2441.  The Texas Wendish Heritage Society  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

ATTENDANCE LAST SUNDAY 

Worship: 105 Bible Class: 45    Sunday School:  

mailto:museum@texaswendish.org
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FAITH LUTHERAN HIGH SCHOOL NEWS 

 
Junior High Game Night  
FLHS will be hosting a game night for 7th and 8th grade students on Friday, April 
30th from 6:00 pm until 9:00 pm at Faith Lutheran High School.  We will have lots of  
food, fun, and fellowship! It may look a little different than in the past, but we are ex-
cited to host this memorable event.  Parents, you must call FLHS to reserve your 
child’s spot at Game Night this year.  Please join us!  
 
Youth Camps 
Summer camps are back!  We are excited to offer a variety of  camps for youth this 
spring and summer. Ages are for grades NEXT school year.  
May 3-5 - Archery - Grade 5 to 8 - $15  
June 7-9 - Volleyball - Grade 3 to 8 - $15 
June 14-16 - Basketball - Grades K to 8 - $15 
June 21-23 - Art Camp - Grades K to 6 - $ 30 
June 28-30 - STEM Camp - GradesK to 6 - $30  
Please visit our website or Facebook page for more information! Don’t wait --- Sign 
up today!! Space is limited!  
 
The Spring Thing!  
FLHS is proud to present The Spring Thing!  This will be a showcase of  our students’ 
work in the fine art department.  Please join us Wednesday, May 12th, at 7pm.  
 
New Student Registration  
Registration for the 2021-2022 school year is underway.  Eight new students have al-
ready enrolled.  We would love to welcome you into our Falcon family as well.  Call us 
at (979) 242-2889 to schedule a shadow day or visit our website at 
www.faithlutheranhighschool.com for registration information. 
 
Staff  Positions Available 
Faith Lutheran High School will have part time openings on its faculty for the 2021-
2022 academic year! Interested individuals who teach science, social studies, English, 
Spanish, or electives, or would like to supervise dual credit or study hall students may 
submit resumes to Faith Lutheran High School, PO Box 138, Warda, TX 78960, call 
(979) 242-2889, or email them to kueckn@faithlutheranhighschool.com. If  you have 
the time and talents, please consider applying and sharing your gifts with our students. 
Thank you! 
 

http://www.faithlutheranhighschool.com
mailto:kueckn@faithlutheranhighschool.com
mailto:kueckn@faithlutheranhighschool.com
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Free Wednesday mornings?  
Join us for our weekly Chapel Worship Service every Wednesday, beginning at 10:30 
am.  Pastor Appel will be leading us this week!  
 
Share the Gift of  Love 
Faith Lutheran High School has a unique role in combining knowledge and God’s 
love in a student’s high school experience. We are partnering with families at the inter-
section of  education and faith development. If  you would like to support our minis-
try through a one-time or enduring gift, Thrivent Action Grant, or volunteer your 
time and talents, please contact Nikki Kueck to learn more.  
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Altar Flowers  are given to the glory of  God in memory of  all our de-

parted loved ones by Steve and Lori Green.  

 

 

 

 
PRAYER REQUESTS FOR TODAY 

Al Jurk, scheduled for foot surgery on Tuesday 
J.C. Kaiser, recovering from AFIB and cellulitis  
Aidan Halpain, struggling with a difficult situation 
Conway Whited, infant son of  Justin and Amanda Whited, in St. David’s NICU  
Hattie Schautschick, aunt of  Carolyn Bamsch, under hospice care 
Todd Morgan, nephew of Gerald and Mary Sledge, hospitalized with viral encephalitis  
Damon Sledge, great-grandson of Gerald and Mary Sledge, undergoing tests 
All those on our continued prayer list 
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 THOSE WHO SERVE TODAY 
April 26, 2021 

 
Rev. Dustin Beck                      Pastor 
Mr. Cory Knox                   Lector 
Mr. Jonathan Kueck                           Cantor 
Mrs. Carol Schramm                              Organist 
Mrs. Linda Hobratschk                                  Audio/Video System 
Dennis Pietsch, J.C. Schramm, Brian Varner                                                         Elders on Duty 
Andrew Davis                           Acolyte 
 
 

CALENDAR OF ACTIVITIES 
TODAY 9:00 a.m. Divine Service 
 10:15 a.m. Bible Class & Sunday School 
     
MONDAY 7:00 p.m. Voters Assembly 
 
WEDNESDAY 10:30 a.m. FLHS Chapel with Pastor Appel 
 6:30 p.m. Bible Study 
 
THURSDAY 9:00 a.m. Sewing Circle 
 
FRIDAY 6:00 p.m. FLHS 7th/8th grade game night 
 
Next Sunday Fifth Sunday of  Easter / Confirmation Reunion 
   9:00 a.m. Divine Service with Holy Communion 
 10:15 a.m. Bible Class & Sunday School 
  

     
  

  

 

 


