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WELCOME TO HOLY CROSS. 
We are truly blessed to welcome you to our church tonight. We pray that your Lenten 
journey has been a fruitful time of  devotion to Christ, and welcome you to the 
celebration of  our Lord’s Resurrection. We would especially like to welcome all guests 
and visitors. Our pastor would like to meet you and introduce you to our church. 
Finally, please feel welcome to join us on Sunday morning to celebrate Christ’s victory 
over the grave! 

  

Notes on Tonight’s Service: 
 

Around noon, Jesus was nailed to the cross and lifted on high, suffering for the 
sins of  humanity. Later in the evening, His lifeless body was placed into a borrowed 
tomb. Our services today reflect upon this sacrifice; this day the sun refused to shine; 
this day when the only-begotten Son of  God slipped from life unto death. 

 

The pastor vests in black for this service, reflecting the solemn nature of  the 
day and representing the darkness upon the whole earth from the sixth to the ninth 
hour (noon to 3pm). 

 

The service of  Vespers (Latin for “evening”) is a service giving thanks to God 
for the day, now ending. Especially on this, Good Friday, do we give thanks to God 
who sent Jesus to die for our sins. Vespers consists of  opening versicles from Psalm 
51, “O Lord, open my lips, and my mouth will declare Your praise!” 

 

Psalm 27 is read in entirety by the congregation. This Psalm offers hope to the 
Christian, even as our eyes are fixed upon the dying Christ. The service continues 
with the passion account as recorded in the four Holy Gospels. After the Passion 
account, sermon, and prayers, the congregation will hear the “Reproaches.” These are 
a setting of  God’s complaints against His people on account of  their sin, for which 
the punishment is poured out on Jesus. 

 

A single candle is removed from the Sanctuary signifying Jesus’ death. After the 
account of  the sealing of  the tomb is read, a loud sound is heard, the Strepitus, sym-
bolizing the sealing of  Jesus’ tomb. After a brief  moment of  silence, the light returns, 
as a testament that Christ has overcome death and the grave. 

 

At the conclusion of  the service, all are asked to leave in silence. Offerings may 
be left in the plate at the rear of  the nave.  

T   T   T 
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All enter in silence.  
 

Stand. 

OPENING VERSICLES  
P O Lord, open Thou my lips,  
C and my mouth shall show forth Thy praise.  
P Make haste, O God, to deliver me;  
C make haste to help me, O Lord.  
 

T PSALMODY T  
PSALM  Psalm 27  
Pastor:  1The LORD is my light and my salvation; 

 whom shall I fear? 
The LORD is the stronghold of  my life; 
 of  whom shall I be afraid? 

 

People:  2When evildoers assail me 
 to eat up my flesh, 
my adversaries and foes, 
 it is they who stumble and fall. 

 3Though an army encamp against me, 
 my heart shall not fear; 
though war arise against me, 
 yet I will be confident. 

 

 Pastor:  4One thing have I asked of  the LORD, 
 that will I seek after: 
that I may dwell in the house of  the LORD 
 all the days of  my life, 
to gaze upon the beauty of  the LORD 
 and to inquire in his temple. 

 

 Women:  5For he will hide me in his shelter 
 in the day of  trouble; 
he will conceal me under the cover of  his tent; 
 he will lift me high upon a rock. 

 

Men:  6And now my head shall be lifted up 
 above my enemies all around me, 
 and I will offer in his tent 
 sacrifices with shouts of  joy; 
I will sing and make melody to the LORD. 

 

 Pastor: 7Hear, O LORD, when I cry aloud; 
 be gracious to me and answer me! 



People: 8You have said, “Seek my face.” 
My heart says to you, 
 “Your face, LORD, do I seek.” 

 

Pastor: 9Hide not your face from me. 
Turn not your servant away in anger, 
 O you who have been my help. 
Cast me not off; forsake me not, 
 O God of  my salvation! 

 

People: 10For my father and my mother have forsaken me, 
 but the LORD will take me in. 

 

Men: 11Teach me your way, O LORD, 
 and lead me on a level path 
 because of  my enemies. 

 

Women: 12Give me not up to the will of  my adversaries; 
 for false witnesses have risen against me, 
 and they breathe out violence. 

 

Pastor: 13I believe that I shall look upon the goodness of  the LORD 
 in the land of  the living! 

 

All: 14Wait for the LORD; 
 be strong, and let your heart take courage; 
 wait for the LORD! 

Sit. 
 

Savior, When in Dust to Thee  Hymn 166 

1 Savior, when in dust to Thee 
Low we bow th'adoring knee, 
When, repentant, to the skies 
Scarce we lift our weeping eyes, 
Oh, by all Thy pains and woe 
Suffered once for man below, 
Bending from Thy throne on high, 
Hear our solemn litany! 

3 By Thine hour of  dire despair, 
By Thine agony of  prayer, 
By the cross, the nail, the thorn, 
Piercing spear, and torturing scorn, 
By the gloom that veiled the skies 
O'er the dreadful sacrifice, 
Listen to our humble cry; 
Hear our solemn litany! 

2 By thy helpless infant years, 
By Thy life of  want and tears, 
By Thy days of  sore distress 
In the savage wilderness, 
By the dread, mysterious hour 
Of  th'insulting tempter's pow'r, 
Turn, O turn, a fav'ring eye, 
Hear our solemn litany! 
 

4 By Thy deep expiring groan, 
By the sad sepulchral stone, 
By the vault whose dark abode 
Held in vain the rising God, 
Oh, from earth to heav'n restored, 
Mighty, reascended Lord, 
Listen, listen to the cry, 
Hear our solemn litany! Amen. 



T  THE PASSION OF OUR LORD JESUS CHRIST  T  
The readings today reflect upon the gathering darkness that led to Jesus’ death for mankind.  

 

 THE DARKNESS OF TEMPTATION  
 

OLD TESTAMENT READING Psalm 42 
 

PASSION READING Matthew 26:30-46 
 

O Sacred Head Now Wounded  Hymn 172, st. 1-3  

 

 THE DARKNESS OF BETRAYAL  
 

OLD TESTAMENT READING Proverbs 3:1-7 
 

PASSION READING John 18:2-11 
 

O Sacred Head Now Wounded  Hymn 172, st. 4  

 

 THE DARKNESS OF DENIAL  
 

OLD TESTAMENT READING Isaiah 50:4-9a 
 

PASSION READING John 18:15-27 
 

O Sacred Head Now Wounded  Hymn 172, st. 5  

O sacred Head, now wounded, With grief  and shame weighed down, 
Now scornfully surrounded With thorns, Thine only crown. 
O Sacred Head, what glory, What bliss, till now was Thine! 

Yet, tho’ despised and gory, I joy to call Thee mine. 

Men mock and taunt and jeer Thee, Thou noble countenance weighed down 
Tho’ mighty worlds shall fear Thee And flee before Thy glance. 

How art Thou pale with anguish, With sore abuse and scorn! 
How doth Thy visage languish That once was bright as morn! 

Now from Thy cheeks has vanished Their color, once so fair; 
From Thy red lips is banished The splendor that was there. 

Grim Death, with cruel rigor, Hath robbed Thee of  Thy life; 
Thus Thou has lost Thy vigor, Thy strength, in this sad strife. 

My burden in Thy Passion, Lord, Thou hast borne for me, 
For it was my transgression Which bro’t this woe on Thee. 
I cast me down before Thee; Wrath were my rightful lot. 
Have mercy, I implore Thee; Redeemer, spurn me not. 

My Shepherd, now receive me; My Guardian, own me Thine. 
Great blessings Thou didst give me, O Source of  gifts divine. 

Thy lips have often fed me With words of  truth and love; 
Thy spirit oft hath led me To heavenly joys above. 



 THE DARKNESS OF ACCUSATION  
 

OLD TESTAMENT READING Isaiah 53:3-7 
 

PASSION READING Matthew 26:57-68 
 

O Sacred Head Now Wounded  Hymn 172, st. 6  

 
 THE DARKNESS OF CONVICTION  
 

OLD TESTAMENT READING Deuteronomy 21:22-23 
 

PASSION READING Luke 23:1-25 
 

O Sacred Head Now Wounded  Hymn 172, st. 7 

 
 THE DARKNESS OF CRUCIFIXION  
 

Stand. 
OLD TESTAMENT READING Zechariah 12:7-10 
 

PASSION READING Luke 23:26-43 
 

O Sacred Head Now Wounded  LSB 450 st. 8  

 
 

 THE DARKNESS OF DEATH  
 

OLD TESTAMENT READING Genesis 3:1-24 
 

PASSION READING Matthew 27:45-56 
 

O Sacred Head Now Wounded  LSB 450 sts. 9-10 

  
 

Here I will stand beside Thee, From Thee I will not part; 
O Savior, do not chide me! When breaks Thy loving heart, 
When soul and body languish In death’s cold, cruel grasp, 

Then, in Thy deepest anguish, Thee in mine arms I’ll clasp. 

The joy can ne’er be spoken, Above all joys beside, 
When in Thy body broken I thus with safety hide. 

O Lord of  Life, desiring Thy glory now to see, 
Beside Thy cross expiring, I’d breathe my soul to Thee. 

What language shall I borrow To thank Thee, dearest Friend, 
For this Thy dying sorrow, Thy pity without end? 

Oh, make me Thine forever! And should I fainting be, 
Lord, let me never, never, Outlive my love for Thee. 

My Savior, be Thou near me, When death is at my door; 
Then let Thy presence cheer me, Forsake me nevermore! 
When soul and body languish, Oh, leave me not alone, 
But take away mine anguish By virtue of  Thine own! 

Be Thou my Consolation, My Shield, when I must die; 
Remind me of  Thy Passion When my last hour draws nigh. 

Mine eyes shall then behold Thee, Upon Thy cross shall dwell, 
My heart by faith enfold Thee, Who dieth thus dies well. 



P O Lord, have mercy on us.  
C Thanks be to God.  
 

RESPONSORY  
P We have an advocate with the Father; Jesus is the propitiation for our sins. 
C He was delivered up to death; He was delivered for the sins of  the people. 
P Blessed is he whose transgression is forgiven and whose sin is put away. 
C He was delivered up to death; He was delivered for the sins of  the people. 
P We have an advocate with the Father; Jesus is the propitiation for our sins. 
C He was delivered up to death; He was delivered for the sins of  the people. 
 

SERMON  
Stand.   

T PRAYERS T  
A Let us pray for the whole Christian Church, that our Lord God would defend her 

against all the assaults and temptations of  the adversary and keep her perpetually 
on the true foundation, Jesus Christ: 

P Almighty and everlasting God, since You have revealed Your glory to all nations 
in Jesus Christ and in the Word of  His truth, keep, we ask You, in safety the 
works of  Your mercy so that Your Church, spread throughout all the nations, 
may be defended against the adversary and may serve You in true faith and perse-
vere in the confession of  Your name; through Jesus Christ, our Lord. 

C Amen. 
  

A Let us pray for all the ministers of  the Word, for all vocations in the Church, and 
for all the people of  God: 

P Almighty and everlasting God, by whose Spirit the whole body of  the Church is 
governed and sanctified, receive the supplications and prayers which we offer be-
fore You for all Your servants in Your holy Church that every member of  the 
same may truly serve You according to Your calling; through Jesus Christ, our 
Lord. 

C Amen. 
   

A Let us pray for all who are outside the Church, that our Lord God would be 
pleased to deliver them from their error, call them to faith in the true and living 
God and His only Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord, and gather them into His family, 
the Church: 

P Almighty and everlasting God, because You seek not the death but the life of  all, 
hear our prayers for all who have no right knowledge of  You, free them from 
their error, and for the glory of  Your name bring them into the fellowship of  
Your holy Church; through Jesus Christ, our Lord. 

C Amen. 



A Let us pray for peace, that we may come to the knowledge of  God’s holy Word 
 and walk before Him as is fitting for Christians: 

P Almighty and everlasting God, King of  Glory, and Lord of  heaven and earth, by 
whose Spirit all things are governed, by whose providence all things are ordered, 
the God of  peace and the author of  all concord, grant us, we implore You, Your 
heavenly peace and concord that we may serve You in true fear, to the praise and 
glory of  Your name; through Jesus Christ, our Lord. 

C Amen. 
  

A Let us pray for our enemies, that God would remember them in mercy and gra-
ciously grant them such things as are both needful for them and profitable for 
their salvation: 

P O almighty, everlasting God, through Your only Son, our blessed Lord, You have 
commanded us to love our enemies, to do good to those who hate us, and to pray 
for those who persecute us. We therefore earnestly implore You that by Your gra-
cious visitation all our enemies may be led to true repentance and may have the 
same love and be of  one accord and one mind and heart with us and with Your 
whole Christian Church; through Jesus Christ, our Lord. 

C Amen. 
  

A Finally, let us pray for all those things for which our Lord would have us ask, 
saying: 

C Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come, 
Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; give us this day our daily 
bread; and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass 
against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For 
Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen. 

 

REPROACHES 
P Thus says the Lord: What have I done to you, O My people, and wherein have I offended you? 

Answer Me. For I have raised you up out of  the prison house of  sin and death, and you have 
delivered up your Redeemer to be scourged. For I have redeemed you from the house of  bondage, 
and you have nailed your Savior to the cross. O My people. 

  

 Holy Lord God, holy and mighty God, holy and most merciful Redeemer; God eternal, leave us 
not to bitter death. O Lord, have mercy. 

 

 



 

 
 

P Thus says the Lord: What have I done to you, O My people, and wherein have I offended you? 
Answer Me. For I have conquered all your foes, and you have given Me over and delivered Me 
to those who persecute Me. For I have fed you with My Word and refreshed you with living 
water, and you have given Me gall and vinegar to drink. O My people. 

  

 Holy Lord God, holy and mighty God, holy and most merciful Redeemer; God eternal, allow 
us not to lose hope in the face of  death and hell. O Lord, have mercy. 

 

 

 

 
 

P Thus says the Lord: What have I done to you, O My people, and wherein have I offended you? 
Answer Me. What more could have been done for My vineyard than I have done for it? When 
I looked for good grapes, why did it yield only bad? My people, is this how you thank your 
God? O My people. 

  

 Holy Lord God, holy and mighty God, holy and most merciful Redeemer; God eternal, keep us 
steadfast in the true faith. O Lord, have mercy. 

 



 

 

 
 

THE ADORATION OF THE CROSS 
C We adore You, O Lord, and we praise and glorify Your holy resurrection. 

For behold, by the wood of  Your cross joy has come into all the world. 
God be merciful to us and bless us, and cause His face to shine upon us, 
and have mercy upon us. We adore You, O Lord, and we praise and glorify 
Your holy resurrection. For behold, by the wood of  Your cross joy has 
come into all the world. 

 

Sit. 
The final candle is removed from the Sanctuary.  
 

 THE DARKNESS OF BURIAL  
 

OLD TESTAMENT READING Genesis 2:1-3 
 

PASSION READING Luke 23:50-56 
  

Were You There?  LSB 456, vss. 1-3 

The Strepitus is heard; a loud sound, signifying the sealing of  Jesus’ tomb.  
 
After a time of  silence, signifying Jesus’ rest in the tomb, the candle returns as a reminder that Christ 
has overcome the grave.  

1Were you there when they crucified my Lord? 
Were you there when they crucified my Lord? 
  Oh...Sometimes it causes me to tremble, 
 tremble, tremble. 
Were you there when they crucified my Lord? 

2Were you there when they nailed Him to the tree? 
Were you there when they nailed Him to the tree? 
  Oh...Sometimes it causes me to tremble, 
 tremble, tremble. 
Were you there when they nailed Him to the tree? 

3Were you there when they laid Him in the tomb? 
Were you there when they laid Him in the tomb? 
  Oh...Sometimes it causes me to tremble, 
 tremble, tremble. 
Were you there when they laid Him in the tomb?  



Were You There?  LSB 456, vs. 4 

All may exit in silence or stay for silent prayer.  
 

 
Please join us Sunday at 6:30am for our Sunrise Worship Service, at 7:30 for Easter Breakfast, 

and at 9:00 for our Easter Day Service with Holy Communion. 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Behold the Lamb of  God, 

He Who taketh away the sins of  the world. 

4Were you there when God raised Him from the tomb? 
Were you there when God raised Him from the tomb? 
    Oh . . . 
Sometimes it causes me to tremble, 
            tremble, 
        tremble. 
Were you there when God raised Him from the tomb? 



 


