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HOLY CROSS LUTHERAN CHURCH 
P.O. BOX 69 WARDA, TX 78960 

 
Sunday, April 11, 2021           Second Sunday of  Easter 
 
GUESTS AND VISITORS: Welcome to Holy Cross and to today’s worship service. 
We are glad you are here! If  you have any questions about today’s service, or are inter-
ested in joining Holy Cross, please speak with Pastor or one of  our Elders.   
 
The Risen Christ Breathes His Peace in the Holy Absolution 
 
The crucified and risen Lord Jesus appeared to His apostles on the first Easter Sun-
day. He “came and stood among them,” and with His Word and the wounds in “his hands 
and his side,” He granted them His peace (John 20:19–20). He sent them as ministers 
of  the Gospel in His name to bestow the life-giving Holy Spirit for us and for His 
whole Church through the forgiveness of  sins (John 20:21–23). Through this apostol-
ic ministry, He calls us to believe that He “is the Christ, the Son of  God,” so that by such 
faith we “may have life in his name” (John 20:31). The apostles “have seen and heard” this 
divine life manifested in the flesh of  Christ, and those who succeed them in this apos-
tolic ministry now proclaim that same Absolution to us, so that we “too may have fe-
llowship” with the risen Christ, with the apostles and “with one another” (1 John 1:1–7). 
The one, holy, catholic and apostolic Church lives by “their testimony to the resurrection of  
the Lord Jesus,” and all who believe this Word are “of  one heart and soul,” because in Him 
they truly have “everything in common” (Acts 4:32–33).  
 

Prelude - Selected 
 
The Ringing of  the Church Bell 
 
Words of  Welcome 
 
Opening Hymn:                    “Alleluia! Jesus is Risen”          LSB Hymn 474       

1. Alleluia! Jesus is risen!  
Trumpets resounding in glorious light! 
Splendor, the Lamb, Heaven forever!  
Oh, what a miracle God has in sight!  
Jesus is risen and we shall arise:  
Give God the glory! Alleluia!  
 

2. Walking the way, Christ in the center 
Telling the story to open our eyes;  
Breaking our bread, Giving us glory:  
Jesus our blessing, our constant surprise. 
Jesus is risen and we shall arise:  
Give God the glory! Alleluia!  
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5. City of  God, Easter forever, Golden Jerusalem, Jesus the Lamb,  
River of  Life, Saints and archangels, Sing with creation to God the I AM!  

Jesus is risen and we shall arise: Give God the glory! Alleluia!  
 

[please stand] 
 

The Invocation 
P: In the name of  the Father, and of  the † Son, and of  the Holy Ghost. 
C: ♫ Amen.  
 

The Confession of  Sins & Absolution 
P: Beloved in the Lord! Let us draw near with a true heart and confess our sins unto 
God, our Father, beseeching Him in the name of  our Lord Jesus Christ, to grant us 
forgiveness.  
P: Our help is in the name of  the Lord. 
C: ♫Who made heaven and earth.  
P: I said, I will confess my transgressions unto the Lord. 
C: ♫  And Thou forgavest the iniquity of  my sin.  
P: Almighty God, our Maker and Redeemer, we poor sinners confess unto Thee that 
we are by nature sinful and unclean and that we have sinned against Thee by thought, 
word, and deed. Wherefore we flee for refuge to Thine infinite mercy, seeking and im-
ploring Thy grace for the sake of  our Lord Jesus Christ.  
C: O most merciful God, who hast given Thine only-begotten Son to die for us, 
have mercy upon us and for His sake grant us remission of  all our sins; and by 
Thy Holy Spirit increase in us true knowledge of  Thee and of  Thy will and 
true obedience to Thy Word, to the end, that by Thy grace, we may come to 
everlasting life; through Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen.  
P: Almighty God, our heavenly Father, has had mercy upon us and has given His only 
Son to die for us and for His sake forgives us all our sins. To them that believe on His 
name, He gives power to become the children of  God and has promised them His 
Holy Spirit. He that believes and is baptized shall be saved. Grant this, Lord, unto us 
all.  
C: ♫Amen.  

3. Jesus the vine, We are the branches;  
Life in the Spirit the fruit of  the tree; 
Heaven to earth, Christ to the people,  
Gift of  the future now flowing to me.  
Jesus is risen and we shall arise:  
Give God the glory! Alleluia!  

4. Weeping be gone; Sorrow, be silent: 
Death put asunder, and Easter is bright. 
Cherubim sing: “O grave, be open!” 
Clothe us in wonder, adorn us in light.  
Jesus is risen and we shall arise:  
Give God the glory! Alleluia!  
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The Introit: Psalm 105:1-5, 8; antiphon: 1 Peter 2:2–3  
Like newborn infants, long for the pure spiritual milk, t 
hat by it you may grow up to salvation— 
 if  indeed you have tasted that the Lord is good. 
Oh give thanks to the LORD; call upon his name; 
 make known his deeds among the peoples! 
Sing to him, sing praises to him; 
 tell of  all his wondrous works! 
Glory in his holy name; 
 let the hearts of  those who seek the LORD rejoice! 
Seek the LORD and his strength; 
 seek his presence continually! 
Remember the wondrous works that he has done, 
 his miracles, and the judgments he uttered. 
He remembers his covenant forever, 
 the word that he commanded, for a thousand generations. 
Like newborn infants, long for the pure spiritual milk,  
that by it you may grow up to salvation— 
 if  indeed you have tasted that the Lord is good. 
  

The Gloria Patri                                Pg. 6ff. 

♫ Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Ghost; As it was in the 
beginning, is now and ever shall be, world without end. Amen.  
 
The Kyrie 
♫ Lord, have mercy upon us. Christ, have mercy upon us. Lord, have mercy 
upon us.  
 
The Gloria in Excelsis 
♫Glory be to God on high: And on earth peace, good will toward men. We 
praise Thee, we bless Thee, we worship Thee, we glorify Thee, we give thanks 
to Thee for Thy great glory. O Lord God, heavenly King. God the Father Al-
mighty. O Lord, the only-begotten Son, Jesus Christ; O Lord God, Lamb of  
God, Son of  the Father, That takest away the sin of  the world, have mercy up-
on us. Thou that takest away the sin of  the world, receive our prayer. Thou that 
sittest at the right hand of  God the Father, have mercy upon us. For Thou only 
art holy; Thou only art the Lord. Thou only, O Christ, with the Holy Ghost, art 
most high in the glory of  God the Father. Amen.  
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The Salutation & The Collect for the Day 
P: The Lord be with you. 
C: ♫ And with thy spirit.  
P:   Almighty God, grant that we who have celebrated the Lord’s resurrection may by 
Your grace confess in our life and conversation that Jesus is Lord and God; through 
the same Jesus Christ, Your Son, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and forever. 
C: ♫ Amen. 
 
First Reading: Acts 4:32-35 (ESV) 
 32The full number of  those who believed were of  one heart and soul, and no one 
said that any of  the things that belonged to him was his own, but they had everything 
in common. 33And with great power the apostles were giving their testimony to the 
resurrection of  the Lord Jesus, and great grace was upon them all. 34There was not a 
needy person among them, for as many as were owners of  lands or houses sold them 
and brought the proceeds of  what was sold 35and laid it at the apostles’ feet, and it 
was distributed to each as any had need. 
 
The Gradual: adapted from Matthew 28:7; Hebrews 2:7; Psalm 8:6 
P: Christ has risen from the dead. 
C: God the Father has crowned him with glory and honor. 
P: He has given him dominion over the works of  his hands; 
C: He has put all things under his feet.    
               
Epistle Reading:  1 John 1:1-2:2 (ESV) 
 1That which was from the beginning, which we have heard, which we have seen 
with our eyes, which we looked upon and have touched with our hands, concerning 
the word of  life— 2the life was made manifest, and we have seen it, and testify to it 
and proclaim to you the eternal life, which was with the Father and was made mani-
fest to us— 3that which we have seen and heard we proclaim also to you, so that you 
too may have fellowship with us; and indeed our fellowship is with the Father and 
with his Son Jesus Christ. 4And we are writing these things so that our joy may be 
complete. 
 5This is the message we have heard from him and proclaim to you, that God is 
light, and in him is no darkness at all. 6If  we say we have fellowship with him while we 
walk in darkness, we lie and do not practice the truth. 7But if  we walk in the light, as 
he is in the light, we have fellowship with one another, and the blood of  Jesus his Son 
cleanses us from all sin. 8If  we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth 
is not in us. 9If  we confess our sins, he is faithful and just to forgive us our sins and to 
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cleanse us from all unrighteousness. 10If  we say we have not sinned, we make him a 
liar, and his word is not in us. 
 1My little children, I am writing these things to you so that you may not sin. But if  
anyone does sin, we have an advocate with the Father, Jesus Christ the righteous. 2He 
is the propitiation for our sins, and not for ours only but also for the sins of  the 
whole world. 
 

[please rise and face the Pastor in the center of  the nave, a sign of  Christ’s presence among His people] 
 

C: ♫ Hallelujah!  Hallelujah!  Hallelujah! 
 
Verse: Romans 6:9; John 20:29b  
P: Alleluia. We know that Christ being raised from the dead will never die again; death 
no longer has dominion over him. Alleluia.  
C: Blessed are those who have not seen and yet have believed. Alleluia. 
  
Holy Gospel: John 20:19-31 (ESV) 
 

P: The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the twentieth chapter. 
C: ♫ Glory be to Thee, O Lord. 
 

     19On the evening of  that day, the first day of  the week, the doors being locked 
where the disciples were for fear of  the Jews, Jesus came and stood among them and 
said to them, “Peace be with you.” 20When he had said this, he showed them his 
hands and his side. Then the disciples were glad when they saw the Lord. 21Jesus said 
to them again, “Peace be with you. As the Father has sent me, even so I am sending 
you.” 22And when he had said this, he breathed on them and said to them, “Receive 
the Holy Spirit. 23If  you forgive the sins of  anyone, they are forgiven; if  you withhold 
forgiveness from anyone, it is withheld.” 
 24Now Thomas, one of  the Twelve, called the Twin, was not with them when Je-
sus came. 25So the other disciples told him, “We have seen the Lord.” But he said to 
them, “Unless I see in his hands the mark of  the nails, and place my finger into the 
mark of  the nails, and place my hand into his side, I will never believe.” 
 26Eight days later, his disciples were inside again, and Thomas was with them. Alt-
hough the doors were locked, Jesus came and stood among them and said, “Peace be 
with you.” 27Then he said to Thomas, “Put your finger here, and see my hands; and 
put out your hand, and place it in my side. Do not disbelieve, but believe.” 28Thomas 
answered him, “My Lord and my God!” 29Jesus said to him, “Have you believed be-
cause you have seen me? Blessed are those who have not seen and yet have believed.” 



8 

 

 30Now Jesus did many other signs in the presence of  the disciples, which are not 
written in this book; 31but these are written so that you may believe that Jesus is the 
Christ, the Son of  God, and that by believing you may have life in his name. 
 

 P: This is the Gospel of  the Lord.. 
C: ♫ Praise be to Thee, O Christ.  
 

The Apostle’s Creed                                                                                      Page 12 
I believe in God, the Father Almighty, Maker of  heaven and earth. And in Jesus 
Christ, His only Son, our Lord; who was conceived by the Holy Ghost, born of  
the Virgin Mary; suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, dead and buried. 
He descended into hell. The third day He rose again from the dead. He ascended 
into heaven and sitteth at the right hand of  God the Father Almighty. From 
thence He will come to judge the quick and the dead. I believe in the Holy 
Ghost; the holy Christian Church, the communion of  saints, the forgiveness of  
sins, the resurrection of  the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 
 
Sermon Hymn:        “Ye Sons and Daughters of  the King”       Hymn 208, v. 1-4          
  
The Sermon       “Believing Without Seeing” 
 

[we stand] 
 

The Offertory     
♫ Create in me a clean heart, O God, and renew a right spirit within me. Cast 
me not away from Thy presence; and take not Thy Holy Spirit from me. Re-
store unto me the joy of  Thy salvation; and uphold me with Thy free spirit. 
Amen.     
 
Receipt of  Offerings 
 

Hymn:                     “Ye Sons and Daughters of  the King”       Hymn 208, v. 5-10 
 
The Prayers of  the Day 
Let us pray for the whole Church of  God in Christ Jesus and for all people according 
to their needs. 
 
Heavenly Father, by the resurrection of  Your Son You adopt all who believe in Him. 
Receive us as Your newborn children and nourish our faith by the pure spiritual milk 
of  Your Word, that we may dwell in Your presence forever. Lord, in Your mercy, hear 
our prayer. 
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Almighty God, You have declared peace between God and man in the resurrection of  
Jesus Christ. Receive our thanks for the authority given to Your Church on earth, and 
grant that the ministers of  Your Church would faithfully carry out their office and 
pronounce the free forgiveness of  sins upon all repentant sinners. Lord, in Your mer-
cy, hear our prayer. 
 
Merciful Father, as Your people are united in the common life and love of  our Savior, 
grant that we would share that life and love with those in need. Lord, in Your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 
 
Heavenly Father, Your peace flows from the risen and glorified wounds of  Christ 
through Your Church and into the lives of  all Your faithful people. Bless and direct 
Christian parents, that Your forgiveness would be freely shared in their homes and 
that each family would live together in Your peace. Lord, in Your mercy, hear our 
prayer. 
 
Almighty God, You appoint rulers and officials for the sake of  order and peace. Bless 
those You have placed in authority over us in federal, state and local governments. 
Give to them the desire to serve with integrity and honor and to work for the benefit 
of  all. Lord, in Your mercy, hear our prayer.  
 
Lord God, we praise Your Son’s resurrection from the dead and draw strength from 
His ascension before You, where He ever stands for us as our own High Priest. Espe-
cially we pray for Conway, Jim, Raymond, Diane, Hattie, Todd, those in our hearts 
and on our continued prayer list. Graciously receive our prayers of  intercession and 
hear them for His sake. Lord, in Your mercy, hear our prayer. 
 
Lord God, heavenly Father, we thank You that out of  Your indescribable grace and 
for the sake of  Your Son You have given us the Holy Gospel and instituted the Holy 
Sacraments, that through them we may have comfort and the forgiveness of  sin. 
Grant us Your Holy Spirit, that we may heartily believe Your Word, and through the 
Holy Sacraments establish our faith day by day, until at last we obtain eternal salva-
tion; through the same Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with 
You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.  
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The Lord’s Prayer 
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come, 
Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; and 
lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom 
and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen. 
 

The Collect for the Word/Church    
P: Blessed Lord, who has caused all Holy Scriptures to be written for our learning, 
grant that we may hear them, read, mark, learn and inwardly digest them, that by pa-
tience and comfort of  Your holy Word we may embrace, and ever hold fast, the 
blessed hope of  everlasting life, which You have given us in our Savior Jesus Christ, 
who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, world without end.  
C: ♫ Amen.  
 

The Benediction 
P: The Lord bless Thee and keep Thee. The Lord make His face shine upon Thee 
and be gracious unto Thee. The Lord lift up His countenance upon Thee and † give 
Thee peace.  
C: ♫ Amen. Amen. Amen.  
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The Closing Hymn:     “Come, You Faithful, Raise the Strain”   LSB Hymn 487 

 

Postlude 
 

Outreach Thought 
John 20:19-31: The risen Lord appeared to His disciples when they were hiding be-
hind locked doors, in fear for their own lives.  The message he shared was to comfort 
them, saying: “Peace be with you!  Receive the Holy Spirit!”  God’s peace and the 
Spirit’s power put a fire into their witnessing.  May this same peace and power inspire 
us and enable us to let our Gospel lights shine brightly. 

Alleluia, Jesus is Risen 
Text: © 1995 Augsburg Fortress Tune: © 1968 Augsburg Publishing House; setting: © 2006 Concordia Publishing House 
Used by Permission. LSB HymnLicense.net # 
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NEWS AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

Adult Bible Class: This morning, as promised, we will wrap up our discussion of  
Confession and Absolution and start a new series that will take us…to page 1. We’re 
going all the way back to the start, into the first book, Genesis, the book of  begin-
nings, to talk about God’s account of  creation and the fall, and His calling a people to 
be His own possession (which, by faith in Christ, is us!) Join us for an exciting look at 
a foundational book that helps to foster our Christian worldview in a world that de-
nies Christ and His salvation.  
 
Back to Normal—You may have noticed that our hymnals have returned to the 
pews this morning; the elders have prayerfully deliberated and have decided that it is 
time for our congregation to begin slowly returning to pre-COVID practices. Next 
Sunday, the sanctuary will return to full capacity seating. If  you still feel uncomforta-
ble sitting close to others, the new Narthex will still be available for distanced seating 
(you’re also welcome to politely ask your neighbors to keep a few feet distance in the 
pew). Masks will continue to be encouraged, at your individual discretion. At this 
time, we will continue our distribution practice and offering plates will remain at the 
entrance to the church as you walk in. Finally, our 1st Wednesday Communion service 
will no longer take place; however, you’re still absolutely welcome to attend Faith 
High School’s 10:30 Wednesday chapel service, and if  you wish to receive the Lord’s 
Supper, Pastor will gladly commune you, either before or after chapel. Please know 
that we are trying to exercise wisdom in our re-opening, even as we ultimately trust in 
God’s provision and protection during this and all times! 

The Men’s Club will meet next Sunday, April 18th, beginning at 5:00 p.m. at the pic-
nic grounds. Members are asked to bring sandwiches; chips and drinks will be provid-
ed.  
 
BBQ Chickens - The Holy Cross Couples Club will have their annual BBQ Chickens
-to-go on Mothers Day, May 9th, at the Holy Cross Picnic Grounds. Whole chickens 
are $9.00 and sauce is $2.00. Pick‑up will be from 10:30 to 12:00. A sign up sheet is 
available on the bulletin board in the N8arthex. You may also place your order by call-
ing Danny & Judy Jurk at 242‑3484, J.C. & Carol Schramm at 242-3232, Dennis & Di-
ann Pietsch at 542‑1141, Calvin & Gale Mersiovsky at 968-5032, Robert & Joyce 
Hinze at 366-2398 or the church office at 242-3333. Advance orders only. Deadline 
to order is Monday, May 3rd. 
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ATTENDANCE LAST SUNDAY 

Sunrise Service: 45  Festival Service: 168 

Trinity Lutheran Church in Fedor will host their annual Turkey and Dressing Din-
ner on Sunday, April 18th. Drive thru only starting at 10:30 at the Holy Trinity parish 
hall. Plates are $10 each. Proceeds will go towards future church and parish hall pro-
jects.  
 
Second Chance Resale Emporium in La Grange is looking for volunteers to serve 
on teams once a month at their store. Volunteers accept and sort donations and stock 
shelves on their assigned day each month. If  you have questions and would like more 
info, you can call Dee Herbert at 979-966-7173. If  this is something you would enjoy 
and you are ready to join a team, please contact Karen Fitch at 979-561-6190.  
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FAITH LUTHERAN HIGH SCHOOL NEWS 

New Student Registration  
Registration for the 2021-2022 school year is underway.  Eight new students have al-
ready enrolled.  We would love to welcome you into our Falcon family as well.  Call us 
at (979) 242-2889 to schedule a shadow day or visit our website at 
www.faithlutheranhighschool.com for registration information. 
 

Prom  
The students at Faith are excited about the 1st ever Prom!  It will be Friday, April 
16th, and will be a “Roaring Good Time!” 
 

Free Wednesday mornings?  
Join us for our weekly Chapel Worship Service every Wednesday.  This week, we will 
be traveling to Serbin for 8:30 am chapel   
 

Staff  Positions Available 
Faith Lutheran High School will have part time openings on its faculty for the 2021-
2022 academic year! Interested individuals who teach science, social studies, English, 
Spanish, or electives, or would like to supervise dual credit or study hall students may 
submit resumes to Faith Lutheran High School, PO Box 138, Warda, TX 78960, call 
(979) 242-2889, or email them to kueckn@faithlutheranhighschool.com. If  you have 
the time and talents, please consider applying and sharing your gifts with our students. 
Thank you!  
 

Youth Camps 
Summer camps are back!  We are excited to offer a variety of  camps for youth this 
spring and summer. Ages are for grades NEXT school year.  
May 3-5 - Archery - Grade 5 to 8 - $15  
June 7-9 - Volleyball - Grade 3 to 8 - $15 
June 14-16 - Basketball - Grades K to 8 - $15 
June 21-23 - Art Camp - Grades K to 6 - $ 30 
June 28-30 - STEM Camp - GradesK to 6 - $30  
Please visit our website or Facebook page for more information! Don’t wait --- Sign 
up today!! Space is limited!  
 

Thrivent Action Team Grants  
If  you are a Thrivent member willing to submit an application for a $250 grant to be 
used on projects at Faith, please contact Nikki Kueck by calling (979) 242-2889. Help 
us to be able to take advantage of  these funds for the good of  our school.  *We are 
currently looking to utilize Action Grants to offset expenses associated with our sum-
mer camps!  

http://www.faithlutheranhighschool.com
mailto:kueckn@faithlutheranhighschool.com
mailto:kueckn@faithlutheranhighschool.com
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Altar Flowers are given to the glory of  God in loving memory of   
David Schramm by Allene Schramm, their children and grandchildren.  
  
 

 
 
 
 
PRAYER REQUESTS FOR TODAY 

Jim Duke, moved to Monument Hill for therapy 
Conway Whited, infant son of  Justin and Amanda Whited, recovering from surgery 
on April 1st and 6th  
Raymond Medack, cousin of  Emily Matheson, struggling with cancer and health issues 
Diane Tribble, friend of  Calvin & Gale Mersiovsky, undergoing Chemo treatments 
Hattie Schautschick, aunt of  Carolyn Bamsch, under hospice care 
Todd Morgan, nephew of Gerald and Mary Sledge, hospitalized with viral encephalitis  
All those fighting COVID in our community 
All those on our continued prayer list 
 
"Thank you to Sherrie Halpain, Patty and Eric Schulze for all of  your help with last 
Sunday's Easter Breakfast and a huge thank you to all those that stopped by for food 
and fellowship.  Your encouragement was greatly appreciated and the Holy Cross 
Youth Group Leaders thank you for your continued support!" Tina, John, & Tasha  

 
This week, Pastor Beck had the privilege of  going to St. David’s Austin NICU to bap-
tize Conway Whited. Conway was born on February 18th and remains in the NICU 
following three surgeries. We pray for continued healing and growth for Conway and 
look forward to the day he can come home and be with his family.  
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THOSE WHO SERVE TODAY 

April 11, 2021 

 

Rev. Dustin Beck                      Pastor 

Mr.  Jonathan Kueck                        Lector 

Mrs. Carol Schramm                          Organist 

Mrs. Linda Hobratschk                                  Audio/Video System 

Dennis Pietsch, J.C. Schramm, Brian Varner                     Elders on Duty                                         

Kinlee Kays                              Acolyte 

 

CALENDAR OF ACTIVITIES 

TODAY     8:30 a.m. PreService Singing 

    9:00 a.m. Divine Service  

    10:15 a.m. Bible Class & Sunday School 

 

TUESDAY  9:00 a.m. Pastors Circuit Mtg. in Smithville 

    7:00 a.m. Church Council 

 

WEDNESDAY  10:30 a.m. FLHS Chapel 

    6:30 p.m. Bible Study 

     

THURSDAY  9:00 a.m. Sewing Circle 

        

Next Sunday  3rd Sunday of  Easter    

      9:00 a.m. Divine Service w/Holy Communion 

    10:15 a.m. Bible Class & Sunday School) 

    5:00 p.m. Men’s Club 


